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THE SECOND EPISTLE GENERAL OF 

PETER 

WRITER. The Apostle Peter (1:1). 

Date. Probably A.D. 66. 

Theme. Second Peter and Second Timothy have much in common. In both, the writers are 

aware that martyrdom is near (2 Tim. 4:6; 2 Pet. 1:14 with John 21:18, 19); both are singularly 

sustained and joyful; both foresee the apostasy in which the history of the professing church 

will end. Paul finds that apostasy in its last stage when the so-called laity (Rev. 2:6, note) have 

become infected (2 Tim. 3:1–5; 4:3, 4); Peter traces the origin of the apostasy to false teachers 

(2 Pet. 2:1–3, 15–19). In Peter the false teachers deny redemption truth (2:1); we shall find in 

First John a deeper depth—denial of the truth concerning Christ’s person (1 John 4:1–5). In 

Jude all phases of the apostasy are seen. But in none of these Epistles is the tone one of dejection 

or pessimism. God and His promises are still the resource of the believer. 

The Epistle is in four divisions: I. The great Christian virtues, 1:1–14. II. The Scriptures 

exalted, 1:15–21. III. Warnings concerning apostate teachers, 2:1–22. IV. The second coming 

of Christ and the day of Jehovah, 3:1–18. 
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Chapter 1 

 
1 Simon Peter, bondman and apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have received like 

precious faith with us through the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ: 2 Grace 

and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3 As his divine 

power has given to us all things which relate to life and godliness, through the knowledge of 

him that has called us by glory and virtue, 4 through which he has given to us the greatest and 

precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature, having 

escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  
5  But for this very reason also, using therewith all diligence, in your faith have also virtue, 

in virtue knowledge, 6  in knowledge temperance, in temperance endurance, in endurance 

godliness, 7  in godliness brotherly love, in brotherly love love: 8  for these things existing and 

abounding in you make you to be neither idle nor unfruitful as regards the knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ; 9  for he with whom these things are not present is blind, short-sighted, and 

has forgotten the purging of his former sins. 10  Wherefore the rather, brethren, use diligence to 

make your calling and election sure, for doing these things ye will never fall; 11  for thus shall 

the entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ be richly 

furnished unto you.  
12  Wherefore I will be careful to put you always in mind of these things, although knowing 

them and established in the present truth. 13  But I account it right, as long as I am in this 

tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance, 14  knowing that the putting off of my 

tabernacle is speedily to take place, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has manifested to me; 15  but 

I will use diligence, that after my departure ye should have also, at any time, in your power to 

call to mind these things.  
16  For we have not made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

following cleverly imagined fables, but having been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17  For he 

received from God the Father honour and glory, such a voice being uttered to him by the 

excellent glory: This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight; 18  and this voice 

we heard uttered from heaven, being with him on the holy mountain.  
19  And we have the prophetic word made surer, to which ye do well taking heed (as to a 

lamp shining in an obscure place) until the day dawn and the morning star arise in your hearts; 
20  knowing this first, that the scope of no prophecy of scripture is had from its own particular 

interpretation, 21  for prophecy was not ever uttered by the will of man, but holy men of God 

spake under the power of the Holy Spirit.  

1:18 Where the reference is to things, the meaning of “holy” or “sanctified” is, simply, set apart for the use 

of God, or rendered sacred by the divine presence. 

1:19 That is, made more sure by fulfilment in part. Fulfilled prophecy is a proof of inspiration because the 

Scripture predictions of future events were uttered so long before the events transpired that no merely human 

sagacity or foresight could have anticipated them, and these predictions are so detailed, minute, and specific, as 

to exclude the possibility that they were mere fortunate guesses. Hundreds of predictions concerning Israel, the 

land of Canaan, Babylon, Assyria, Egypt, and numerous personages—so ancient, so singular, so seemingly 

improbable, as well as so detailed and definite that no mortal could have anticipated them—have been fulfilled 

by the elements, and by men who were ignorant of them, or who utterly disbelieved them, or who struggled with 

frantic desperation to avoid their fulfilment. It is certain, therefore, that the Scriptures which contain them are 

inspired. “Prophecy came not in olden time by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they were moved 

by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21). 
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Chapter 2 

 
1  But there were false prophets also among the people, as there shall be also among you 

false teachers, who shall bring in by the bye destructive heresies, and deny the master that 

bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction; 2  and many shall follow their 

dissolute ways, through whom the way of the truth shall be blasphemed.  
3  And through covetousness, with well-turned words, will they make merchandise of you: 

for whom judgment of old is not idle, and their destruction slumbers not. 4  For if God spared 

not the angels who had sinned, but having cast them down to the deepest pit of gloom has 

delivered them to chains of darkness to be kept for judgment; 5  and spared not the old world, 

but preserved Noe, the eighth, a preacher of righteousness, having brought in the flood upon 

the world of the ungodly; 6  and having reduced the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha to ashes, 

condemned them with an overthrow, setting them as an example to those that should afterwards 

live an ungodly life;  
7  and saved righteous Lot, distressed with the abandoned conversation of the godless, 8  (for 

the righteous man through seeing and hearing, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous 

soul day after day with their lawless works,) 9  the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of 

trial, and to keep the unjust to the day of judgment to be punished;  
10  and specially those who walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise 

lordship. Bold are they, self-willed; they do not fear speaking injuriously of dignities: 11  when 

angels, who are greater in might and power, do not bring against them, before the Lord, an 

injurious charge. 12  But these, as natural animals without reason, made to be caught and 

destroyed, speaking injuriously in things they are ignorant of, shall also perish in their own 

corruption, 13  receiving the reward of unrighteousness; accounting ephemeral indulgence 

pleasure; spots and blemishes, rioting in their own deceits, feasting with you; 14  having eyes 

full of adultery, and that cease not from sin, alluring unestablished souls; having a heart 

practised in covetousness, children of curse; 15  having left the straight way they have gone 

astray, having followed in the path of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the reward of 

unrighteousness; 16  but had reproof of his own wickedness—the dumb ass speaking with man’s 

voice forbad the folly of the prophet. 17  These are springs without water, and mists driven by 

storm, to whom the gloom of darkness is reserved for ever. 18  For while speaking great 

highflown words of vanity, they allure with the lusts of the flesh, by dissoluteness, those who 

have just fled those who walk in error, 19  promising them liberty, while they themselves are 

slaves of corruption; for by whom a man is subdued, by him is he also brought into slavery. 
20  For if after having escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ, again entangled, they are subdued by these, their last state is worse 

than the first. 21  For it were better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than 

having known it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22  But that word 

of the true proverb has happened to them: The dog has turned back to his own vomit; and, The 

washed sow to her rolling in mud.  

 
2:15 Balaam (see Num. 22:5, refs.) was the typical hireling prophet, anxious only to make a market of his 

gift. This is the “way” of Balaam. See the “error” of Balaam, Jude 11, note; and the “doctrine” of Balaam, Rev. 

2:14, note. 

 

Chapter 3 

 
1  This, a second letter, beloved, I already write to you, in both which I stir up, in the way 

of putting you in remembrance, your pure mind, 2  to be mindful of the words spoken before 

by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of the Lord and Saviour by your apostles;  
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3  knowing this first, that there shall come at the close of the days mockers with mocking, 

walking according to their own lusts, 4  and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for 

from the time the fathers fell asleep all things remain thus from the beginning of the creation. 
5  For this is hidden from them through their own wilfulness, that heavens were of old, and an 

earth, having its subsistence out of water and in water, by the word of God, 6  through which 

waters the then world, deluged with water, perished. 7  But the present heavens and the earth 

by his word are laid up in store, kept for fire unto a day of judgment and destruction of ungodly 

men.  
8  But let not this one thing be hidden from you, beloved, that one day with the Lord is as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.  
9  The Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering 

towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 10  But 

the day of the Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a rushing 

noise, and the elements, burning with heat, shall be dissolved, and the earth and the works in it 

shall be burnt up.  
11  All these things then being to be dissolved, what ought ye to be in holy conversation and 

godliness, 12  waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, by reason of which the 

heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements, burning with heat, shall melt? 
13  But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells 

righteousness. 14  Wherefore, beloved, as ye wait for these things, be diligent to be found of 

him in peace, without spot and blameless; 15  and account the longsuffering of our Lord to be 

salvation; according as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you according to the 

wisdom given to him, 16  as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; among 

which some things are hard to be understood, which the untaught and ill-established wrest, as 

also the other scriptures, to their own destruction. 17  Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these 

things before, take care lest, being led away along with the error of the wicked, ye should fall 

from your own stedfastness: 18  but grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.  

 
3:18 Grace (imparted), Summary (see “Grace,” John 1:17): Grace is not only dispensationally a method of 

divine dealing in salvation (John 1:17, note), but is also the method of God in the believer’s life and service. As 

saved, he is “not under the law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:14). Having by grace brought the believer into the 

highest conceivable position (Eph. 1:6), God ceaselessly works through grace, to impart to, and perfect in him, 

corresponding graces (John 15:4, 5; Gal. 5:22, 23). Grace, therefore, stands connected with service (Rom. 12:6; 

15:15, 16; 1 Cor. 1:3–7; 3:10; 15:10; 2 Cor. 12:9, 10; Gal. 2:9; Eph. 3:7, 8; 4:7; Phil. 1:7; 2 Tim. 2:1, 2; 1 Pet. 

4:10); with Christian growth (2 Cor. 1:12; Eph. 4:29; Col. 3:16; 4:6; 2 Thes. 1:12; Heb. 4:16; 12:28; 13:9; Jas. 

4:6; 1 Pet. 1:2; 3:7; 5:5, 10; 2 Pet. 3:18; Jude 4); and with giving (2 Cor. 4:15; 8:1, 6, 7, 19; 9:14. 

 

 


